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Welcome back — to the 
first issue of ZU, the new anthro- 
pomorphic anthology from MU 
Press! 

That’s right. We said, 
“Welcome back”! A couple of years 
back MU published a one-shot ver- 
sion of ZU that was giant-sized and 
priced accordingly, and featured a 
large number of talented ‘morph 
creators, such as Tracy Kazaleh, 
Tom Staszer, Terrie Smith, and the 
late Deal Whitley. The book was 
popular enough among the fans 
and eventually sold out. Now that 
we've had a chance to look things 
over more carefully and make ap- 
propriate plans, we decided to 
bring ZU back as a regular bi- 
monthly series! 

(For those who want to 
avoid numbering confusions in 
their collections, consider the origi- 
nal ZU as having been our zero 
issue.) 


Starting off this new series 
is a full-length original story by 
Jay Shell, called Leandra: Sin And 
Salvation. 


. The story has run pre- 
viously in the ROWRBRAZZLE 
APA (Amateur Press Association) 


and in YARF!, but Jay has added |. 


a few new pages and a painted 
cover to make the story complete. 
Rather than break this tale into 
two parts, we decided to run it in 
it’s entirety for ZU’s premiere. 
Hereafter, each issue will feature 
at least two stories each issue, and 
will spotlight at least one ongoing 


serial. 

In the future we will fea- 
ture several talented people, old 
favorites and newcomers, who’ll be 
bringing life to their own visions 
of anthropomorphic fantasy. The 
tales will run the gamut from sci- 
ence-fiction to romance, from 
whimsy to slapstick, and from 
adventure to satire. And don’t be 
surprised if you see an occasional 
visit from other MU titles from 
time to time! 

And now, our first issue 
awaits... enjoy!! 


illo by Taral Wayne 


In — two months! = Ss 
right; we'll be right back in just sixty 
days!) ...we return with mercenary 
adventure by newcomer Darko 
Macan, and an examination of fuzzy 
thinking by Will Fortier. 


Also on sale this month: 


Wild Kingdom #3 (For those 
of you discerning readers who are 
21 and over) New X-rated furry tales 
by Waverly Pierre, Ed Garcia, and 
Gus Norman. Adults only!! 


Felicia: Melari’s Wish Prop your 
door open! Better yet, read and 
enjoy this extra long graphic novel 
about the intrigues of a sorceress 
who is on a search for an ancient, 
magical heirloom. (But you already 
have this in your bag with this book, 
don’t you?) 
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Or send e-mail to e.vick1 @genie.geis.com 

Well, it’s going to be a while before we 
actually receive any mail, but let’s have a 
quick chat and get to know one another bet- 
ter. Have a Coke and kick up your feet. 

You’re holding the first issue of a 
brand new ZU. Acouple of years ago we did 
a large sized one shot edition of ZU which 
featured the work of people like Tracy 
Kazaleh, Tom Staszer, and the late Deal 
Whitley. At that time, our schedules didn’t 
allow for us doing anything more than a one- 
shot; anthologies take a forsaken length of 
time to prepare and make ready. Things have 
changed a little bit since then, however, and 
we are now getting underway with a new, 
slimmer, meaner version of ZU, and we will 
be out on a regular bi-monthly schedule. For 
how long? As long as we can manage. 

Now, we've had inquiries about a few 
of our other books, and why they haven’t 
been seen with any sort of regularity. Let’s 
cover that briefly. 

A lot of people have been asking us 
whatever became of The Furkindred. Well, 
it’s still around; my duties as editor took a 
big chunk of time out of my schedule, and a 
few projects were interminably delayed. 


Hopefully, pressures have been eased some 
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what, so now I can concentrate on pushing 
ahead with the book. Look for some format 
changes when it reappears. 

Champion of Katara was also delayed 
for the same reason, but I’m slowly easing 
back into completing my work on that story. 

Some folks have also been wondering 
about the non-appearance of Wild Kingdom 
these many months. Well, this is one of our 
more demanding titles; it takes a while to get 
just the right stories of just the right quality. 
But I think readers will be happy to know that 
it will return not once, not twice, but a total 
of four times this year, so you'll get more than 
your share of sexy furries in 1995. 

We've been making a great effort in 
recent months to get our books on a regular 
schedule of sorts. While we may have ap- 
peared fairly quiescent over the past few 
months, the truth is that we’ve been laboring 
to prepare a few new titles for the new year. 
Some are old favorites, some are new ongo- 
ing titles, and a few are collections and mini- 
series. But the reason for the long pause... 
and, for that matter, the long pause between 
issues of certain titles... is that we spend a lot 
of time and effort insuring the quality of the 


material we produce. Whether it’s an adven- 


ture book, a romance, a super-hero epic, an 
alternative comic, or just a romp, we want it 
to be the very best that it could possibly be. 

Sometimes, the search for that quality 
can cause us to reject many stories, or to de- 
lay publication until problems can be ironed 
out. Sometimes we need to wait for the right 
talents to become available, not wanting to 
settle for what we consider to be second-best. 
Sometimes a book has to be seriously re- 
worked right from the beginning. 

Of course, being an independent, 
sometimes our books suffer from low capi- 
tal, and some of our creators have to work 
elsewhere to pick up the slack, and this causes 
them to push their MU work to the back 
burner for the duration. And, unfortunately, 
until they finish their work, we can’t print the 
book. 

You may notice that we don’t print a 
large repertoire of titles, like most of our com- 
petitors. We prefer, at least for the present, to 
concentrate upon a small number of releases 
each month. This enables us to give each title 
the most complete attention that we can give 
to it, helping us to achieve a level of quality 
that we as publishers can be proud of, and 
that you as readers can be appreciative of. 

At the moment, we’ve only a few 
books coming out on a regular schedule: ZU, 
Rhudiprrt, Wild Kingdom; soon to join the 
line-up will be Fangs of K’aath. Rhudi, how- 
ever, is probably the most irregular of our 
regulars, and will be seen only on an issue- 


by-issue basis. And Mad Raccoons, which is 


a summer annual. 

The Furkindred will no longer be a 
regular book, but a regular series of mini-se- 
ries. The next one to appear will be the five- 
issue Ferret’s Wheel. And there is one 
Furkindred Special being worked on as well. 

We have four mini-series ir. various 
stages of completion: Scareycat and 
Mousekanaut, Corus, Cyberkitties, and a 
Felicia mini. 

Collections, at the moment, include 
Felicia: Melari’s Wish (out now), Hugo! (next 
month!), and a possible Mad Raccoons col- 
lection. 

And what’s upcoming in ZU? Next 
issue begins a three-issue run by Croatian 
artist, Darko Macan, featuring his mercenary 
bear, Sergei; following that will be a serial by 
Adrian Kleinbergen concerning furry /racial 
inequality and airplanes. There will be sto- 
ries and short pieces by talents such as Roy 
Pounds, Marc 
Schirmeister, Will Fortier, Eric Elliott, Mike 
McMurry, Paul Kidd, and Terry Loh. 


So how did we do with our opener? 


Kjartan Arnorsson, 


What are you most looking forward to see- 
ing in this book? Whose work would you 
most like to see? Do you want to see longer 
stories or shorter? Do you have a better sug- 
gestion for the letter column? Write us; re- 
member, this is your book as well as ours! We 
do listen to suggestions, and we try to oblige 


the consensus. But in order for your vote to 
ZA. 


count — write! 


no ties to any Order, reputable or 
otherwise; her loyalties were only to 
herself, yet they hired her to find a 
lost magical artifact. 


She was joined in her quest by a 
novice swordswoman, two sneak 
thieves, an innkeeper's wife, and a 
magic pony. Before she will find the 
lost artifact, she will encounter plots 
and intrigues, a ghost, a malicious 
entity and an unexpected burden; she 
will be tested, tempted, hunted, and 
put in danger of losing both her life 
and her eternal soul. 


All for the sake of a single wish. 


A bookshelf edition, 
now on gale. 


FELICIA: MELARI'S WISH $14.95 ($21.00 Can) 


Add 75 cents for first item ordered, and SO 
cents for each udditional Item for postage and 


shipping; moke check or money order poy- 
able to MU Press: and send to 5014-D Roosevelt 
Way NE, Seattle, WA 98105. 


Name 
_ Address . 
City/State/Zip 


IS IT TREASURE 
YOU'RE AFTER, MATES? 
Fine gemlike cloisonné pins are 
being fashioned in the likeness 
of our own loveable Cap'n Kate 
and the time traveling Joda. 
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